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BALTIMORE COUNTY LANDMARKS BA 2414
PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MAGT # 0324145604

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

ﬁNAME

mstoric Mudge-Brager-Weinhouse House

AND/OR COMMON
Weinhouse House; the Willows

BJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
101 Woodholme Avenue 3rd Councilmanic Dist.
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Pikegville —_ VICINITY OF 3rd
STATE COUNTY 1
MD Baltimore Co.
I CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC —OCCUPIED ——AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) —_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK
_STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT —IN PROCESS __YES RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
N/A _NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Dr. Barry Weinhouse and Mrs. Linda Weinhouse
STREET & NUMBER

101 Woodholme Avenue

CITY. TOWN STATE, z1D code
. Pilkkeayville — VICINITY OF MD 2’] 208
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: EHK JR. 5475
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 251

recisTRy of peens,eTc. County Courts Building
STREET & NUMBER

401 Bosley Avenue

CITY. TOWN Towson STATE MD
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

"€ None

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
K_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ]_{.UNALTERED X__ORIGINAL SITE
—GDOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Weinhouse dwelling is a large Tudor Revival house with stucco
over stone, with some elements of half-timbering. The layout is
asymetrical and there are three bays projecting from the main
block to produce octagonal rooms inside. The house is gable
roofed and has a small stone, unsheltered entrance porch. The
Tudor theme is more pronounced inside, with an oak-paneled foyer
and Tudor-arched doorways. The fittings stem from the age 5%
craftsmanship. The foyer floors are a close-grained pine said to
be no longer obtainable. There is one fireplace surround formed
by a large carved stone .inte. salvaged from some Medieval building.
The fireplace opening in the foyer is framed by the large flat
orange bricks much used in Prairie-style houseS. The present
decor is a mixture of traditional and bold contemporary. The
house is certainly the one shown in the 1910 Maryland Geological
Survey county topo map and very likely the one shown in the
Bromley atlas of - 1898. It was prooavly constructed in the
building season of 1896 to 1897.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREMISTORIC __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1698 X__ARCHI'TECTU RE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —50CIAL HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 _ART __ENGINEERING —Music __THEATER
35_13004 8389 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  1806-1898 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present Weinhouse home has been associated with a maximum of
four families over its approximately 90-years of existence. Its
first two families were prominent in the business world of downtown
Baltimore. The House apparently dates from some point between 1896
and 1898; it is certainly indicated on the 1910 MGS Topo map, and
definitely found in the 1911 Tax Ledger.

In May 1896, James B. Councilman and other family members sold
10.65 acres by bond of conveyance to Edmund Tileston Mudge for
3¢,955. (1) The price paid suggests unimproved suburban land. The
property was on the fringe of the large Councilman farm called
Woodholme, an estate assembled about 1850 by John T. Councilman. (2)

The original tractnames here were "Bimkin's Revose", "Addition
to Simkin's Repose", and "Ashman's Delight." (3) In May 1898,
Mr. Mudge received a deed to the same property from James B.
Councilman and wife. The name Woodholme Avenue was used in that
document. (#) The remaining Woodholme estate was large enough to
servs a5 tae site of the Woodholme Country Club, established in

1926. (5)

The 1898 Bromley atlas showed what is most likely the existing
house, 1400 feet west of Reisterstown Road, mamked as property
of E. T. Mudge. (6) The Mudge tracts were a family colony, with
the main home of the cluster called "Oakwood," a place with an
access drive from Reisterstown Road.

In 1903, E. Tileston Mudge conveyed his 10.65-acre parcel "for
love and affection" to his son Arthur Phillips Mudge. (7) The
- family was in the wholesale paper business, operating under the
name of Dobler & Mudge, and E. Tileston Mudge appears in the 1896
Polk city directory as a member of the firm with a home at Pikesville
and an office at 113 Hopkins Place. (8)

Arthur P. Mudge appeared in the 1906 Polk directory with the
profession of clerk, his home at Pikesville. (9) By the time of
the 1910 Polk directory, the younger Mudge was a member of the firm,
still living at Pikesville. (10)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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At the time the Becktlawsville Daver mill dburned, the county weeXly

paper noted that all tne mill's production had been purchased by
Dooler and Mudge. (11) The company's full-page advertisement in the
1906 city directory stated, "All the paper used in this directory

was furnished by Baltimore's Greatest Paper House." (12)

Edward Tileston Mudge died on January 7, 1925, at his Pikesville
residence, appointing son Arthur P. Mudge executor and heir to the
family share of the business oI Dobler & Mudge. (13) The county
paver reported that Mr. Mulze was 371 years of age and had been senior
partner for 5C years, ab and had lived at Oakwood. He was buried at
nearby Druid Ridge Cemeterwr. In addi%ion %o his son, he was survived

- . ~
W7 threse sisters. (4]

In spite of having deeded the Woodholme Avenue tract to his son,
the land and three suburban houses were all carried in Z. T. Mudge's
tax account in 1911, 1918, and 1923. The Woodholme Avenue house was
assessed at $7,000 in 1911. (15) It was carried as Dwelling #2 in
1918, and measured 45 by 52 feet, two stories, assessed value,
*9,%60. (16)

By 1923, the house was assessed at %10,000, a considerable value
for the times. (17) When corrections and updates were made in 1926
to the basic 1923 tax ledger, the account of the elder Mudge showed
that 4.35 acres and the $10,000 house had passed to a new owner identified
ag "Brager." (18) In poin% orf fact, Arthur P. Mudge had sold the
4.35 acres on June 24, 1924 to A. Stanley Brazger and his wife Reada L.
Brager for an estimated $28,500, judging from the number of U.S. tax
transfer stamps on the deed. (19 Arthur P. Mudge took over the
original family house as revealed in the tax ledgers. The Mudge
Paper Company still exists in 1989, but "Oakwood" would have been
overrun by the I-695 project some time prior to its opening in 1962. (20)

The new.owner, A. Stanley Brager was a partner in a prominent
downtown store that tock ur much of the block bounded by Eutaw and
Saratoga Streets. The company was listed in the 1896 Polk directory
as "Albert A. Brager, fancy goods," its owner living at 1702 Madison
Avenue. (21)

3y 1906, it was the Al®ert A. Brager Devartment Store, with its
owner living at 1739 Eutaw Place. 22,

The 1926 Polk directory showed that the store was called "Brager of
Baltimore" and the partners were Albert A. Brager and A. Stanley Brager.
e same directory showed that A. Stanley Brager lived at "The Willows,
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Woodholme Avenue, Pikesville," where his three-digit telephone number was
Dikegville 24=_, (23) The corrections made in 1925 to the basic 1923
tax ledger showed that the Bragers promptly put in a $1,000 "Add to
house." (24) A separate entry showed that Mrs. Brager owned a "1923%

Packard Touring" worth $300. (25)

Mrs. Brager lived until December 24, 1947, and the Jeffersonian
reported her death but included no biography. (25) A. Stanley Brager
held on to the property and was listed as a widower when he sold in
1963 to Morton and Gilda Abrahams. (27) The Abrahams sold to the
oresent owners in 1974. It was during Mr. Brager's ownership that
the Baltimore Beltway was constructed south of the house below the
crest of the hill.

Mr. Brager died in October 1968, and his obituary stated that he
had been taksn into tzs firm as a partner by his father Albert A.
Brager in 1907. The store had gone in for lively publicity; not
relying on printed advertising, they put on parades and events:

The Brager dspartment store once
advertised a white sale by painting
an elephant with white paint.

A. Stanley Brager, according %o the Sun, was "one of the first persons
in Baltimore to own an automobile", starting with a Pope Toledo,
switching to a Stanley Steamer, then a Pierce-Arrow, and then

the Packard Touring Car found the the tax records. In the early
1920s, Mr. Brager hecame president of the store. His father lived
until 1936, but the family sold the store in 1927, and A. Stanley
3rager joined the Stein Brothers and Boyce brokerage firm. (28) His
father spent his remaining years in charitable activities. (29)

In the Mudge and Brager period, the neighborhood had been
fairiy rural, although served by a trolley car. The tax ledgers show
that the elder Mudze kept cattle, horses, and chickens, and had 13 acres
of tillable land, 12 of pasture, and 3 of orchard, and 8 of lawn. ( zQ
A stable came with the house when acquired by Mr. Brager in 1924. The
property was well beyond the village of Pikesville, not entirely
farm country, but much more rural than the planned villages such as
Roland Park or Guilford where such spacious houses might enjoy only
one acre of elbow room and offer little in the way of a vista.

Such mini-estates form part of a pattern of Baltimore's mercantile
elite establishing rural retreats, not especially for farming, beyond
e confines of the city--a pattern detected as early as 1760 by
.arles G. Steffen in his recent study of gentlemen's estates as the
forerunner of suburbanization. C3')
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FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

No known published sources.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 4 ‘4'6

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Boundeq on the north by Woodholme Avenue; slightly irregular
four-sides figure, Tax Map 68, Block 19, Parcel P113.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE N/A county  N/A

STATE COUNTY

[S1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
John McGrain, Planner II
ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning and Zoning October 5, 1989
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE
401 Bosley Avenue 887-%211
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Towson MD 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland,-Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Mudge-Brager-Weinhouse House (Weinhouse House, The Willows)
101 Woodholme Avenue, Pikesville
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Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. G.W. Bromley, 1915, Plate 14, Part of 2™ & 3" Districts (With notes
by William Whitney)
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